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STATEMENT FROM GOVERNOR PATRICK ON COMMISSIONER
AUERBACH
BOSTON – Monday, September 17, 2012 – The following is a statement from Governor Deval Patrick:
“Today, I accepted Commissioner John Auerbach's resignation. The failures at the Department of Public Health drug lab are
serious and the actions and inactions of lab management compounded the problem. The Commissioner recognizes that, as the
head of DPH, he shares accountability for the breakdown in oversight.
While the recent developments are deeply troubling, they are not representative of the whole of John’s work or of the rest of the
Department. For the past six years, John has run a department that improved public health and wellness. His and his colleagues’
commitment to the common good and the people of Massachusetts is unquestioned. It saddens me to accept his resignation
today and I wish John well in the future.”
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